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DETAILED ACTION 

The drawing changes filed 08/28/08 have been approved. 
The meaning of the abbreviation ca. in paragraph 008 is unclear. Clarification is 
required. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 23, 24 and 26-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 23, this claim is indefinite. This indefiniteness is caused by the 
use of "(7, 8, 9)" bridging lines 8 and 9 and the phrase "capable of being raised and 
lowered behind at least one rear axle (3)" in line 9. Each loading box or loading surface 
7, 8 and 9 is not capable of being raised and lowered behind the rear axle. Only loading 
surface 9 is raised and lowered behind the rear axle. Thus the phrase in line 9 renders 
the claim indefinite since it indicates all loading boxes or loading surfaces are behind 
the rear axle. Also the vertically movable loading boxes or loading surfaces replace 
conventional loading ramps. See the specification, paragraph 013. Thus the phrase "a 
loading ramp" in line 4 also renders the claim indefinite. 

The following changes would correct the inaccuracies in claim 23. The phrase "a 
loading ramp" in line 4 should be changed to --one of the loading boxes or loading 
surfaces-; -behind the rear axle- should be inserted after "frame" in line 5 and -each 
of- should be inserted after "of also in line 5; the phrase "capable of being raised and 
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lowered behind the at least one rear axle (3)," in line 9 should be deleted and 'are 
should be changed to -is-; and "in a region of the loading ramp" in line 15 should be 
deleted. Also the phrase "capable of being raised and lowered" bridging lines 2 and 3 
should be deleted since the claim addresses raising and lowering in lines 5 and 6. 

Regarding claim 27, -the-- should be inserted after "of, second occurrence, in 
line 2; -part of the- should be inserted after "one" in line 3 and -behind the rear axle- 
should be inserted at the end of line 3. 

Regarding claim 28, in line 2 "of the vehicle" should be inserted after "sides" and 
-at least one part of the- should be inserted after "the", second occurrence, and in line 
3 -behind the rear axle- should be inserted after "lowered". 

Regarding claim 30, "capable of being raised and lowered" in line 3 should be 
deleted; "a loading ramp" in line 4 should be changed to -one of the loading boxes or 
loading surfaces-; in line 5 -behind the rear axle- should be inserted after "frame" and 
-each of- inserted after "of; -part of the- should be inserted after "one" in line 8; 
-the at least one part of the- should be inserted after "area of in line 17; and -behind 
the rear axle- should be inserted after "lowered" in line 18. 

Regarding claim 35, -on the C-pillar should be inserted after "(11)" and after 
"rails", both in line 2. 

Regarding claims 36 and 37, these claims fail to correlate the enclosing wall 
sections with the other claimed elements to provide movement to a lowered state. 
The enclosing wall section in each claim should be positively connected to the at least 
one part of the loading box or loading surface that is capable of being raised and 
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lowered behind the rear axle to provide an operative device. Also "the one or more 
sliding doors" bridging lines 2 and 3 in claim 36 should be changed to -each sliding 
door--. 

Regarding claim 38, "the internal loading ramp" is misleading. Each loading box 
or loading surface forms an internal loading ramp. It appears "the internal load ramp" in 
line 6 should be --the loading box or loading surface situated in a rear area of the 
vehicle behind the rear axle-- and "a lifting" also in line 6 should be -the lifting-. 

Regarding claim 39, a phrase similar to -situated in a rear area of the vehicle 
frame behind the rear axle- should be inserted in place of "(9)' in the penultimate line. 

Regarding claim 41 , "is" in line 5 should be deleted, "the" first word in line 6 
should be deleted and "the internal loading ramp together with" in lines 8 and 9 should 
be deleted. 

Claims 23, 24, 26-28 and 31-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Page in view of German reference 82 34 715 and French reference 
1554461. 

It would have been obvious to provide the side areas in Page with loading boxes 
similar to that in the rear area to provide for easier side loading in view of the teaching in 
the German reference (figures 1 and 3). 

It would also have been obvious to provide roller doors on the rear and sides of 
Page in view of the teaching in the French reference to protect the load. Note the doors 
in the French reference. 
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Regarding claims 31-35, the side doors in the French reference slide into 
horizontal guide rails on the roof. An artisan would have provided similar guide rails in 
Page if adding doors as in the French reference. 

Note Page contains transfer rails between rear rails 7 which support rear 
cylinders 8. 

Claims 38-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Page in view of German reference 82 34 715 and French reference 1554461 as applied 
to claim 27 above, and further in view of Kiehl, et al. as applied and for the reasons set 
forth in the Office action mailed 03/26/08. 

Claims 42 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Page in view of German reference 82 34 715, French reference 1554461 as 
applied to claim 41 above, and further in view of Brown as applied and for the reasons 
set forth in the Office action mailed 03/26/08. 

Claim 44 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Page in 
view of German reference 82 34 715 as applied to claim 23 above, and further in view 
of Wall. 

Whether one used the lift arrangement as in the German reference on the front 
loading boxes in Page as modified by the German reference or used lifts attached to the 
vertical pillars as in Wall would have been an obvious matter of design and/or choice 
since one arrangements would provide no unobvious result over the other. See Wall 
the unlabeled cable and elements 18,18, 20 and 21 . 
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Claim 29 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim 30 would be allowed if amended as set forth in the 1 12 rejection above. 

Newly cited Yocum discloses rear loading surfaces arranged as in applicant's 
figure 5. 

Applicant's arguments have been carefully considered but are not deemed 
persuasive. As set fort in the above 112 rejection it is unclear whether claim 23 is 
claiming two lifts with one of them behind the rear wheels and one in front of the rear 
wheels or two lifts behind the rear wheels. While claim 23 appears to be claiming the 
former in view of the use of numerals 7, 8 and 9 in the claim and the above rejections 
assumed that to be the case, Page in view of German reference 82 34 715 renders the 
former arrangement obvious and the German reference alone discloses the latter 
arrangement. Issues having been reached the following action is deemed appropriate. 
However, it applicant's representative has any questions or concerns he should contact 
the examiner. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Donald Underwood whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6933. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thursday 7:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saul Rodriguez can be reached on 571-272-7097. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Donald Underwood/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3652 

122208 



